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indigenous languages - Grade 7

1. When an informational sentence contains a
serial verb construction (two verbs in sequence),
what often helps the reader understand the
sequence of actions?

A. The order and meaning of the verbs and any linking
particles
B. The last adjective

C. The vowel length alone

D. The first noun only

2. When you want to emphasize the action or the
result rather than the doer in an indigenous-
language exposition, which voice is appropriate?

A. Imperative voice

B. First-person singular

C. Interrogative voice

D. Passive voice

3. In a formal request, which grammatical number
is preferred when referring to the person
addressed if the language uses honorific plural?

A. Use first-person plural to refer to the addressee

B. Always use singular informal regardless of status

C. Avoid pronouns entirely by using only verbs

D. Use the honorific plural form to show respect

4. What is the grammatical purpose of a relative
clause in expository writing in an indigenous
language?

A. To introduce unrelated new topics

B. To repeat the main idea with no new detail

C. To give extra information about a noun

D. To ask a question about the paragraph

5. Which short words or affixes often indicate
location, direction or time when reading an
indigenous-language passage?

A. Possessive pronouns only

B. Prepositions or locative markers

C. Question particles only

D. Adjectival prefixes only

6. A farmer uses a short name followed by a
special particle to call an animal directly (like
saying 'Cow!' to call it). What grammatical
element is this?

A. Vocative particle

B. Plural marker

C. Negation particle

D. Question particle

7. How should numbers and counting nouns
agree grammatically in a sentence explaining
data (e.g., harvest amounts)?

A. Only write numbers in words without nouns

B. Use singular noun forms with plural numbers

C. Always keep nouns singular regardless of number

D. Match the noun form to the number (plural with plural
markers) if the language requires it

8. In "Please hold the baby carefully," which word
is used as a polite marker to make the request
softer?

A. Please

B. baby

C. hold

D. carefully



9. Which word in "Njoo hapa." is an imperative
(command)?

A. Njoo hapa (both)

B. Hapa

C. Njoo

D. No imperative in this sentence

10. Which sentence uses the correct past
participle for the present perfect in a paragraph
about breakfast in Eldoret?

A. She has eatened chapati already.

B. She has ate chapati already.

C. She has eaten chapati already.

D. She have eaten chapati already.

11. In "Wazazi wangu wanapenda kazi zao.",
what does "zao" indicate?

A. Their

B. His/her

C. My

D. Our

12. Which word is best used to show cause in an
expository sentence in an indigenous language?

A. Because

B. And then

C. Finally

D. Maybe

13. Which sentence correctly means 'No one is
listening' in Kiswahili (using 'hakuna')?

A. Hakuna anayewasikiliza

B. Hakuna anayesikiliza

C. Hakuna wanayasikiliza

D. Hawana anayesikiliza

14. In expository writing, which voice is usually
clearer in many indigenous languages for stating
facts?

A. Active voice

B. Invisible voice

C. Confused voice

D. Passive voice

15. If a reader wants to identify an interrogative
(question) word in many Kenyan indigenous
language texts, where is it most often placed?

A. Hidden inside the verb stem

B. Always at the sentence end only

C. Written in italics only

D. At or near the beginning of the sentence

16. In many indigenous languages, which
element signals who or what performs the action
in a sentence?

A. Subject

B. Conjunction

C. Interjection

D. Adverb

17. Which sentence correctly means 'I have
heard the warning' in Kiswahili (present perfect)?

A. Nilimsikia onyo

B. Nimesikia onyo

C. Nimesikiza onyo

D. Nime sikia onyo

18. Which sentence shows correct subject-verb
agreement in a paragraph about farmers in
Makueni?

A. The farmers go to the field every morning.

B. The farmers has gone to the field every morning.

C. The farmers goes to the field every morning.

D. The farmers going to the field every morning.



19. When you see a demonstrative (like 'this' or
'that') in a Bantu language text, what should you
expect about its form?

A. It will always be the same word regardless of the noun

B. It will only show tense, not agreement

C. It will agree with the noun class of the noun it points to

D. It will be placed only at the start of the sentence

20. In "That container contains chemicals," which
word is a plural noun naming substances
present?

A. container

B. chemicals

C. contains

D. That

21. Which sentence uses the correct subject
pronoun when talking about yourself and a friend
in a school paragraph?

A. John and I went to the library after school.

B. John and me went to the library after school.

C. Me and John went to the library after school.

D. I and John went to the library after school.

22. Which tense is most appropriate for stating
general facts in an expository essay written in an
indigenous language?

A. Present simple tense

B. Future continuous tense

C. Past perfect tense

D. Conditional tense

23. In many Kenyan Bantu indigenous
languages, which part of a noun most often
shows its noun class when you are reading an
informational text?

A. The prefix attached to the noun

B. The length of the noun

C. The tone pattern of the noun

D. The ending vowel of the noun

24. When you read a sentence with negation in
many Kenyan languages, what common clue
shows the sentence is negative?

A. A doubled noun class prefix

B. An extra space before the verb

C. A negative particle placed before or around the verb

D. A capital letter in the middle of the word

25. What is the best grammatical practice when
writing an essay paragraph about a single event?

A. Switch between past, present, and future often

B. Keep tense consistent throughout the paragraph

C. Start every sentence with the same word

D. Use only one-word sentences

26. While listening to a child name several
chickens, you notice the noun changes form (a
suffix or prefix is added). What grammatical
process is this?

A. Imperative mood

B. Question formation

C. Negation

D. Plural formation

27. Why should tense be kept consistent within a
paragraph of an indigenous-language expository
essay?

A. To avoid confusing the reader about time and maintain
grammatical clarity
B. Because only present tense exists in every language

C. So every sentence sounds the same length

D. To allow random shifts between past and future

28. Which voice often makes sentences clearer
and is usually preferred in school essays?

A. Only imperative voice

B. Active voice

C. Overly complex passive voice every time

D. Randomly mixing voices



29. In many Bantu languages, possessive forms
in a sentence are shown by which grammatical
device when reading for information?

A. A possessive concord (prefix) that agrees with the
possessed noun
B. A fixed English-style apostrophe

C. A separate word placed at the sentence end

D. Capitalising the possessor's name

30. Which sentence contains a relative clause
that adds extra information about the noun?

A. They sang loudly

B. The farmer who lives near the river grows maize

C. Eat your food quickly

D. She runs every morning

31. What role do quantifiers (words for 'all',
'many', 'few') play in understanding informational
sentences in indigenous languages?

A. They indicate the amount or quantity being discussed

B. They change verbs into adjectives

C. They always make plural nouns singular

D. They mark questions

32. Why is agreement across sentence parts (like
noun, verb, adjective) useful when reading to
learn vocabulary?

A. Because it makes sentences longer only

B. Because agreement shows which words belong together
and clarifies meaning
C. Because agreement only applies to numbers

D. Because agreement hides the root of the word

33. In many indigenous languages, particles or
suffixes indicate habitual aspect (regular actions).
When reading for information, what does habitual
aspect tell you?

A. That the action happens regularly or normally

B. That the sentence is passive

C. That the action is completed only once

D. That the noun is plural

34. Which of these is a complete sentence you
could use in a paragraph about school life in
Nyeri?

A. When exams are near.

B. Our teacher greets us kindly each day.

C. Because the bell rings at eight.

D. Walking to school every morning.

35. Which is the correct Kiswahili phrase for 'Our
house'?

A. Nyumba yetu

B. Nyumba yetu yetu

C. Nyumba yangu

D. Nyumba yake

36. When reading an informational paragraph in
an indigenous language, which word most often
tells you what is happening?

A. Verb

B. Adjective

C. Preposition

D. Noun

37. In the sentence "Do not touch the stove,"
which word expresses prohibition or telling
someone not to do something?

A. Do not

B. the

C. touch

D. stove

38. What is the Swahili sentence for "We are
going"?

A. mnaenda

B. tunaenda

C. wanaenda

D. ninaenda



39. In an indigenous-language letter of request,
which grammatical mood is most appropriate to
make a polite, less direct request?

A. Subjunctive or conditional mood (softened request)

B. Future perfect tense

C. Simple past tense

D. Imperative mood (direct command)

40. In the question "Is the baby sleeping?", which
word is the auxiliary verb helping to form the
question?

A. the

B. Is

C. baby

D. sleeping

41. In a factual sentence, how does the passive
voice usually affect the focus of information?

A. It always indicates past tense

B. It shifts focus from the doer of the action to the action or its
receiver
C. It removes all verbs

D. It makes the subject always plural

42. If you see a negative particle in a sentence,
what does it tell you about the action?

A. The action is repeated

B. The action did not or will not happen

C. The action is completed perfectly

D. The speaker is asking permission

43. In the verb 'Nilienda', which part indicates the
past tense?

A. ni

B. enda

C. nili

D. li

44. When expressing gratitude for a future action
in a request letter, which tense or phrase is
grammatically suitable?

A. Simple past tense as if it already happened

B. A polite future-oriented phrase (e.g., 'I would be grateful if')

C. An imperative telling them to be grateful

D. A present continuous tense about unrelated events

45. When you use pronouns in an essay, what
grammatical rule helps readers understand who
you mean?

A. Only use pronouns in the first paragraph

B. Keep pronoun references clear and consistent

C. Never use pronouns at all

D. Change pronouns in every sentence for variety

46. What grammatical device helps link one
paragraph to the next in an indigenous-language
exposition?

A. A change of font

B. A linking sentence or transitional phrase

C. Randomly repeating the last word

D. Leaving a blank line with no words

47. In 'kitabu kikubwa', which part shows
agreement between the noun and the adjective?

A.  kitab-

B. kitabu

C. ki- (as in 'kikubwa')

D. kubwa

48. When reporting what someone said, what
grammatical change is commonly required in
many languages?

A. Turn all adjectives into adverbs

B. Always use future tense

C. Backshift the verb tense (change present to past)

D. Repeat the exact punctuation only



49. When a verb appears in its basic, nonmarked
form in an indigenous language, it is often called
the:

A. Negative form

B. Imperative only

C. Infinitive or root form

D. Past tense

50. How is tense (like past or present) commonly
shown on verbs in many indigenous languages of
Kenya?

A. By placing the word 'time' before the sentence

B. By moving the verb to the start of the sentence

C. By changes inside or attached to the verb
(prefixes/infixes/suffixes)
D. By using only capital letters
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