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indigenous languages - Grade 7

1. Which modal verb or particle correctly shows a
polite suggestion in many indigenous languages?

A. You will not maybe

B. You cannot never

C. You must always

D. You should consider

2. When quoting a local elder in an indigenous
language, which grammatical feature should be
used to show direct speech clearly?

A. Use quotation markers and keep the quoted sentence's
original verb forms
B. Mix the elder's speech with unrelated verbs

C. Change the elder's words into a different tense without
marking it
D. Remove verbs from the elder's words

3. What is the correct plural of the Swahili noun
'kitabu' (book)?

A. vitabu

B. makitabu

C. kitabuni

D. kitabu

4. Which choice shows correct use of a cohesive
pronoun rather than repeating a noun in the next
sentence?

A. The teacher explained the process. She then showed the
students how to do it.
B. The teacher explained the process. Then the teacher
teacher showed it.
C. The teacher explained the process. He teacher then
showed the students how to do it.
D. The teacher explained the process. The teacher then
showed the students how to do it

5. If you want to emphasize the object in a
sentence grammatically, which option shows
correct fronting without making the sentence
incorrect?

A. Cassava farmers harvest it in June the.

B. Harvested farmers cassava in June.

C. In June cassava farmers they harvest.

D. The cassava, farmers harvest it in June.

6. In "Mti mrefu una kivuli.", which word describes
the tree?

A. Mti

B. Una

C. Kivuli

D. Mrefu

7. Where do adjectives often appear relative to
nouns in many Kenyan Bantu-language texts,
helping readers spot them?

A. After the noun and agreeing with it

B. In the middle of the verb

C. Only at the start of a paragraph

D. Always before the verb only

8. In the instruction "Close windows when it's
windy," which word is the contraction of "it is"?

A. it's

B. windows

C. Close

D. windy



9. When reading a report in an indigenous
language, which grammatical element most often
shows possession (owner of something)?

A. Interjection

B. Tense marker

C. Possessive marker or possessive pronoun

D. Adverb of place

10. While listening to a child name several
chickens, you notice the noun changes form (a
suffix or prefix is added). What grammatical
process is this?

A. Negation

B. Plural formation

C. Question formation

D. Imperative mood

11. Which word is best used to show cause in an
expository sentence in an indigenous language?

A. Maybe

B. Because

C. And then

D. Finally

12. To avoid being too direct, which grammatical
structure should you use when asking someone
to consider something?

A. A bare imperative without qualifiers

B. A polite infinitive phrase or nominalized verb phrase (e.g.,
'a consideration of...')
C. A sentence fragment with only nouns

D. A single interjection

13. Which practice helps maintain a formal
grammatical tone in expository writing in an
indigenous language?

A. Avoiding slang and contractions, and using standard
grammar
B. Using text-speak and emoticons frequently

C. Mixing too many dialects without explanation

D. Relying on very short single-word sentences only

14. The speaker asks 'Which goat is yours?' and
uses a special relative word before the noun.
What grammatical element introduces the
information being asked about?

A. Tense marker

B. Possessive suffix

C. Negation particle

D. Relative/ interrogative pronoun

15. Which sentence contains a relative clause
that adds extra information about the noun?

A. The farmer who lives near the river grows maize

B. She runs every morning

C. They sang loudly

D. Eat your food quickly

16. Which relative clause usage is correct to add
a polite reference to the recipient's convenience?

A. Adding a clause about unrelated personal details

B. Using a clause like 'at your convenience' or 'when it suits
you' after the request
C. Using no conjunctions at all

D. Using a clause that orders them when to act

17. When you use pronouns in an essay, what
grammatical rule helps readers understand who
you mean?

A. Only use pronouns in the first paragraph

B. Change pronouns in every sentence for variety

C. Never use pronouns at all

D. Keep pronoun references clear and consistent

18. Which word shows future tense in "Yeye
ataenda kesho."?

A. Kesho

B. Ataenda

C. Yeye ataenda (both)

D. Yeye



19. In the Swahili word "Ninakula", which part
shows the subject 'I'?

A. ni

B. nina

C. na

D. kula

20. Listening to a farmer ask about the location of
the goats, you hear a special word at the start of
the sentence. What is this word most likely doing
grammatically?

A. Marking plural

B. Marking a question (question particle)

C. Marking possession

D. Marking past tense

21. Which short words or affixes often indicate
location, direction or time when reading an
indigenous-language passage?

A. Adjectival prefixes only

B. Prepositions or locative markers

C. Question particles only

D. Possessive pronouns only

22. A sentence on the farm begins with the name
of the animal and then the verb and object follow
(Animal - Verb - Object). What basic word order
is this?

A. VSO (Verb-Subject-Object)

B. SOV (Subject-Object-Verb)

C. OSV (Object-Subject-Verb)

D. SVO (Subject-Verb-Object)

23. Which grammatical technique avoids direct
blame and sounds more polite when explaining a
problem in a request letter?

A. Using many short emphatic commands

B. Using second-person accusatory clauses

C. Using nominalization or passive constructions to focus on
the issue, not the person
D. Using unrelated metaphors

24. In the instruction "Listen carefully to the
instructions," which word is an adverb modifying
how you should listen?

A. to

B. listen

C. instructions

D. carefully

25. Which sentence uses the correct article in a
paragraph about buying an orange at the kiosk?

A. I bought an orange from the kiosk.

B. I bought the orange from the kiosk without any.

C. I bought orange from the kiosk.

D. I bought a orange from the kiosk.

26. Why do many Kenyan indigenous languages
use subject markers attached to verbs?

A. To show only time of day

B. To change the word into a noun

C. To make words longer for style

D. To show agreement between the subject and the verb

27. In reading for information, why is it important
to recognize the difference between a main
clause and a subordinate clause?

A. Because subordinate clauses always contain verbs only

B. Because the main clause gives the central fact while the
subordinate clause adds details
C. Because main clauses never contain nouns

D. Because only subordinate clauses carry main ideas

28. Where are demonstratives (words like 'this'
and 'that') usually placed relative to the noun in
many Bantu-language texts you read?

A. Always at the beginning of a paragraph

B. Before the verb only

C. Only in footnotes

D. Often after the noun they modify



29. Which grammatical process turns verbs or
clauses into nouns so they can be used as
subjects in informational sentences?

A. Interrogation

B. Conjunction

C. Nominalization

D. Negation

30. Which is the correct Kiswahili sentence for 'I
want to tell her' (focus on object marker in the
infinitive)?

A. Nataka kumambia yeye

B. Nataka kumwambia

C. Nataka kumuambia

D. Nataka mueleze

31. In the verb "Tulipika" from "Tulipika chakula
pamoja.", which part indicates "we" did the
action?

A. The root "pika"

B. There is no marker for "we"

C. The suffix "-ka"

D. The prefix "tu-" (in tulipika)

32. Which sentence uses the correct relative
pronoun when adding information about a
teacher in a paragraph?

A. The teacher who teaches us is kind.

B. The teacher which teaches us is kind.

C. The teacher that teaches us are kind.

D. The teacher whom teaches us is kind.

33. In many Bantu languages, possessive forms
in a sentence are shown by which grammatical
device when reading for information?

A. A separate word placed at the sentence end

B. A fixed English-style apostrophe

C. A possessive concord (prefix) that agrees with the
possessed noun
D. Capitalising the possessor's name

34. What is the main grammatical role of a topic
sentence in an essay written in an indigenous
language?

A. Give detailed examples only

B. Introduce the main idea of the paragraph

C. Replace the title of the essay

D. List all vocabulary words used

35. You hear the speaker place a short locative
suffix on a noun when saying 'on the field' or 'at
the homestead.' What grammatical function does
this suffix serve?

A. Marking location (locative case)

B. Marking plurality

C. Marking a question

D. Marking possession

36. Which sentence uses the correct pronoun to
refer back to the noun in this paragraph: 'Aisha
bought a new book. ___ is exciting to read.'?

A. They

B. He

C. It

D. Them

37. Which relative pronoun is usually used to
combine two sentences where one gives more
information about a thing (in many languages:
'which' or 'that')?

A. Which or that

B. If only

C. How

D. When

38. When reading a sentence in a Kenyan Bantu
language, how is the plural of many nouns
commonly formed?

A. By doubling the final syllable

B. By changing the noun's prefix to the plural class prefix

C. By adding the suffix -s as in English

D. By inserting a linking word between syllables



39. In the sentence "My mother’s phone is in the
kitchen," which word shows possession?

A. phone

B. is

C. in

D. mother’s

40. What is the grammatical purpose of a relative
clause in expository writing in an indigenous
language?

A. To ask a question about the paragraph

B. To give extra information about a noun

C. To repeat the main idea with no new detail

D. To introduce unrelated new topics

41. Which part of a word usually carries the core
meaning that helps build vocabulary when
reading indigenous languages?

A. The final consonant only

B. The root (stem) of the word

C. The punctuation after the word

D. The first vowel only

42. Why is it important to recognize question
intonation or question markers when reading
spoken informational material in an indigenous
language?

A. Because they lengthen the sentence

B. Because they remove adjectives

C. Because they show the sentence is asking for information
rather than giving it
D. Because they always change nouns to verbs

43. You hear adjectives change form to agree
with the noun they describe (for example, 'big
cow' uses a different adjective form than 'big
goats'). What grammatical rule does this
illustrate?

A. Adjective agreement with noun class or number

B. Tense agreement

C. Use of question particles

D. Word order change

44. If you need to find the meaning of a
compound word while reading an indigenous
language text, which step helps most?

A. Ignore the word because compound words are rare

B. Always translate the whole word into English letter by letter

C. Count the syllables and divide by two

D. Break the word into its smaller parts (prefixes, stems,
suffixes) and use context to

45. What function does a relative clause serve in
an informational sentence in an indigenous
language?

A. It marks the sentence as a question

B. It replaces the main verb

C. It gives extra information about a noun

D. It negates the whole sentence

46. In "Nataka kuona jinsi unavyofanya hivyo.",
what role does the word "jinsi" play?

A. It introduces a place (where)

B. It introduces manner (how)

C. It introduces reason (why)

D. It introduces a time (when)

47. Which Swahili word asks 'How?' as in 'How
are you?'

A. kwa nini

B. ngapi

C. nani

D. vipi

48. Which sentence uses the correct possessive
form when writing about a student's notebook?

A. Mwangi book's is on the desk.

B. Mwangi's book is on the desk.

C. The book of Mwangi's is on the desk.

D. Mwangi book is on the desk.



49. In the verb 'Wanaandika', which part shows
the subject 'they'?

A. wana

B. na

C. andika

D. wa

50. In the perfect tense form 'Nimemwona' (I
have seen him/her), which part is the object
marker meaning 'him/her'?

A. m

B. me

C. ni

D. wona
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