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indigenous languages - GRADE 8

1. When checking comprehension of a factual
paragraph in an indigenous language, which
grammatical clue helps you link ideas across
sentences?

A. The number of adjectives only

B. The paragraph indent width

C. Agreement markers (on nouns or verbs) that maintain
reference to the same people or things
D. The size of the letters used

2. Which demonstrative correctly matches the
noun 'mwalimu' (teacher) for 'this teacher' in
Kiswahili?

A. Mwalimu hizi

B. Mwalimu hii

C. Mwalimu huu

D. Mwalimu huyu

3. Which sentence correctly uses an adjective
and adverb distinction in a comment about a
player's skill?

A. He is playing quick on the field.

B. He plays quickness on the field.

C. He plays quick on the field.

D. He plays quickly on the field.

4. When converting a clause into a shorter
descriptive phrase (e.g., from 'The man who
plants maize is strong' to a noun phrase), which
grammatical form is commonly used in many
indigenous languages?

A. A participial or adjectival form derived from the verb to
produce a reduced descriptive
B. Inserting an unrelated adverb between words

C. Adding a future tense marker to the noun

D. A question form of the verb

5. Which sentence correctly expresses 'We are
studying' in Kiswahili?

A. Tutakula

B. Tumesoma

C. Tunasoma

D. Tunacheza

6. In the spoken sentence: "The women and men
worked together," which word indicates the
sentence has two groups joined (a coordinating
conjunction)?

A. The

B. and

C. worked

D. together

7. In many Kenyan indigenous languages, where
do negation words usually appear in a simple
sentence when you read negative lines in poetry?

A. Directly before the subject

B. At the very end of the sentence only

C. Directly before the verb

D. Inside the noun phrase

8. How do adjectives typically match the nouns
they describe in many Kenyan Bantu languages
when reading descriptions?

A. Adjectives disappear in plural forms

B. Adjectives change colour in printed text

C. Adjectives are always placed before the noun without
change
D. Adjectives carry agreement markers that match the noun
class of the noun



9. Which Swahili question word means 'who'?

A. lini

B. wapi

C. nani

D. nini

10. What is the correct plural form of 'mti' when
reading noun number?

A. Viti

B. Mti

C. Mitii

D. Miti

11. Which part of a poem usually gives the
clearest statement of the poem’s topic or factual
focus?

A. The title or opening lines

B. The number of feet in each line

C. The last rhyming word of each stanza

D. The poet’s signature

12. Which sentence correctly uses the verb
extension for reciprocity '-ana' to say "Students
help each other"?

A. Wanafunzi wana uwezo kusaidiana

B. Wanafunzi wanasaidiana

C. Wanafunzi wanasaidia

D. Wanafunzi wanasidia

13. Which verb form is used in dialogue for direct
commands or instructions? Example: "Close the
door," Mama said.

A. The infinitive form (e.g., To close)

B. The imperative form (e.g., Close)

C. The past tense (e.g., Closed)

D. The present continuous (e.g., Closing)

14. To make a polite request on a poster (e.g.,
'Please come for testing'), which grammatical
marker is best to include in many Kenyan
indigenous languages?

A. Politeness particle or word (e.g., 'please') with an
imperative
B. Past tense verb

C. Future perfect tense

D. Passive voice without politeness marker

15. Which method is commonly used in many
indigenous languages to intensify an adjective
(make it stronger) in description?

A. Dropping the adjective entirely

B. Converting the adjective into a number

C. Reduplication of the adjective or using an intensifying word

D. Changing the verb tense to future

16. Which small grammatical element is often
added to the end of a sentence to seek
confirmation during an interview (like 'isn't it?')?

A. A comparative marker

B. A negation prefix on the noun

C. A question-tag particle or clitic

D. An adjective class marker

17. Which sentence shows correct subject-verb
agreement in a simple expository statement?

A. The women to cook the meal every morning.

B. The women cooking the meal every morning.

C. The women cook the meal every morning.

D. The women cooks the meal every morning.

18. Listen: "Mtu aliyesema alitumia maneno ya
adabu." Which part marks the relative clause
('who said')?

A. maneno

B. Mtu

C. aliyesema

D. alitumia



19. How do you form a plural imperative in
Kiswahili (for example 'come' to a group)?

A. Add -e to the verb stem

B. Add -ni to the verb stem

C. Add -li to the verb stem

D. Add -wa to the verb stem

20. Which sentence uses the correct article in a
paragraph about buying an orange at the kiosk?

A. I bought a orange from the kiosk.

B. I bought the orange from the kiosk without any.

C. I bought an orange from the kiosk.

D. I bought orange from the kiosk.

21. Which grammatical element is important to
use when requesting action from multiple people
rather than one person?

A. Use of plural verb forms and plural address forms

B. Use of singular informal verbs

C. No verbs, only nouns

D. Switching languages mid-sentence

22. In many Kenyan indigenous languages, how
is the subject of the sentence most often shown
on the verb during an interview question?

A. A prefix attached to the verb

B. A suffix on the noun being spoken about

C. Only by changing the intonation of the sentence

D. A separate word before the verb that never changes

23. Which word is an imperative verb in "Bring
the water here"?

A. here

B. Bring

C. water

D. the

24. Which Swahili sentence correctly means
"Students should report dangers" with proper
subject-verb agreement?

A. Wanafunzi wanapaswa kuripoti hatari

B. Wanafunzi ninapaswa kuripoti hatari

C. Wanafunzi anapaswa kuripoti hatari

D. Wanafunzi mnapaswa kuripoti hatari

25. When forming a question that asks 'Who
brought the maize?', which element is
grammatically essential?

A. Changing all nouns to verbs

B. A question word like 'who' and the correct verb form

C. Using future tense only

D. An exclamation mark only

26. You listened to: "Our uncle is a carpenter."
Which word is a first-person plural possessive
adjective?

A. is

B. a

C. Our

D. uncle

27. To say 'at the house' in Swahili within a
poem, which suffix is added to 'nyumba'?

A. -e (nyumbae)

B. -ni (nyumbani)

C. -a (nyumbaa)

D. -wa (nyumbawa)

28. When reading a Bantu-language text, which
of the following usually shows possession (like
'my' or 'his') with a noun?

A. A separate word that never changes

B. An English-style apostrophe + s

C. A change in the verb tense

D. A possessive concord or suffix that agrees with the noun's
class



29. Where do adjectives normally appear and
how do they behave grammatically in many
Bantu-based indigenous languages?

A. At the start of the clause and never agree

B. Only as separate sentences

C. Before the noun with no agreement

D. After the noun and agreeing with it (adjective-noun
agreement)

30. To describe an action that was happening
during an interview (e.g., 'I was cooking'), which
grammatical element is usually needed?

A. A progressive/aspect marker on the verb

B. A comparative adjective

C. A question particle

D. A plural marker on the subject

31. In poetry where someone is directly
addressed, what grammatical form often signals
the call to that person?

A. A change to future tense

B. Insertion of a relative clause

C. A vocative particle or interjection (e.g., an address word
like 'eh' or a name with a special
D. Use of passive voice

32. When writing factual information in an
indigenous language, which verb tense is usually
used to state general facts clearly?

A. Imperative mood

B. Future perfect tense

C. Simple present tense

D. Past progressive tense

33. Which sentence shows present progressive
'he/she is cooking' in Swahili?

A. Alipika

B. Atapika

C. Akipika

D. Anapika

34. Why is it important to notice case markers or
postpositions in indigenous languages when
reading informational material?

A. They show grammatical relationships like possession,
direction, and location
B. They always indicate past tense

C. They make sentences longer

D. They convert nouns into verbs

35. What is the correct plural of the Swahili noun
'kisu' (knife)?

A. kisas

B. kisi

C. visu

D. kisus

36. Which Swahili phrase most clearly means "in
the house" (inside the house)?

A. nyumbani

B. ndani ya nyumba

C. kwa nyumba

D. kule nyumba

37. Which grammatical feature must you check
carefully when writing a song in many indigenous
languages?

A. Verb agreement with the subject (matching person and
number)
B. That all verbs are in the future tense only

C. That every line contains at least one adjective

D. That no pronouns are used anywhere

38. In "Please hold the baby carefully," which
word is used as a polite marker to make the
request softer?

A. Please

B. hold

C. baby

D. carefully



39. Which sentence correctly uses a modal verb
to give a polite suggestion in a debate?

A. You should consider practising before the match.

B. You must always win the game now.

C. You can must practise before the match.

D. You will never practise again.

40. Which sentence correctly shows past
completed action about learning an indigenous
language?

A. She learned Maa last year.

B. She will learn Maa last year.

C. She learns Maa yesterday.

D. She learns Maa last year.

41. In many Kenyan indigenous languages, what
does a reduplicated verb stem (repeating all or
part of the stem) often indicate when you read it?

A. That it is a question

B. Repeated or continuous action (intensification or habitual)

C. That the noun is plural

D. That the sentence is passive

42. When a poet needs to show repetition over
time (habit) in a single line, which grammatical
choice is most appropriate in many Kenyan
languages?

A. Use a vocative form

B. Use a past-completed tense marker

C. Use a habitual aspect marker or particle

D. Use a passive suffix

43. Which subordinate conjunction is used to
show time and introduce a clause?

A. When

B. But

C. Because

D. However

44. A poem in a local language describes an
elder by the river using many sensory images. To
find information about the elder’s job, you should:

A. Count how many stanzas mention the river

B. Look for lines that mention actions or tools associated with
the elder
C. Only read the rhyming words

D. Check the poem’s font style for clues

45. Which option shows correct use of articles
when introducing a topic in an essay about a
tradition?

A. Tradition teaches values to the children.

B. The tradition teaches values to the children.

C. A tradition teaches values to the children.

D. An tradition teaches values to the children.

46. In the line: ‘He told them, “We will return at
dusk.”’ Which punctuation convention marks the
exact words spoken?

A. A dash before the speaker’s name.

B. Parentheses around the entire sentence.

C. A colon after told and nothing else.

D. Quotation marks around the spoken words.

47. When writing verses in an indigenous
language for a song, which role do the verses
usually play?

A. They should be written as a dictionary definition

B. They must be sung in a different language

C. They tell details or the story that supports the chorus

D. They always rhyme every single line exactly the same

48. When writing an expository paragraph in an
indigenous language, why is it important to keep
the tense consistent?

A. To use more difficult words

B. To make the paragraph longer

C. To repeat the same verb many times

D. To avoid confusing the reader about time



49. Listen to: "The elders said they will meet
tomorrow." Which word refers back to 'elders' and
is a plural pronoun?

A. they

B. tomorrow

C. will

D. said

50. Which technique helps make a song in an
indigenous language more memorable to
listeners?

A. Using repetition, such as repeating a phrase or the chorus

B. Keeping the melody flat and monotone

C. Using only complex, rarely used words

D. Avoiding any repeated words so every line is different
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