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Question Paper

Social Studies - GRADE 8

1. Which of the following was NOT a crop
commonly grown in early agriculture in Kenya?

A. Coffee

B. Potatoes

C. Maize

D. Beans

2. Which African country has a predominantly
nomadic population?

A. Mali

B. Somalia

C. Nigeria

D. Botswana

3. What is a key feature of a parliamentary
democracy?

A. Rule by a single ruler

B. Direct election of the president

C. Rule by a council of religious leaders

D. Separation of powers

4. Which government body is responsible for
enacting laws that uphold human rights?

A. Military

B. Executive

C. Judiciary

D. Legislature

5. Which historical site in Kenya contains rock art
dating back over 5,000 years?

A. Maasai Mara National Reserve

B. Lamu Old Town

C. Fort Jesus

D. Kariandusi Prehistoric Site

6. How can setting boundaries strengthen
relationships?

A. Dictating the other person's actions

B. Being controlling

C. Ignoring personal space

D. Clarifying expectations

7. What is the significance of the Rock Churches
of Lalibela in Ethiopia?

A. Monolithic church complexes

B. Military fortifications

C. Ancient burial grounds

D. Traditional tribal meeting places

8. What is the purpose of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)?

A. Ensure global food security

B. Regulate peaceful use of nuclear energy

C. Promote nuclear weapons proliferation

D. Protect endangered species

9. Which African country has the highest life
expectancy?

A. Lesotho

B. Sudan

C. Morocco

D. Gambia

10. Which farming practice was essential for
early farmers in Kenya to protect their crops from
pests and diseases?

A. No pest management

B. Biological control

C. Chemical spraying

D. Genetic modification



11. How can fieldwork help in understanding the
diversity of a population?

A. By watching documentaries

B. By interacting with people from different backgrounds

C. By avoiding social interactions

D. By staying at home

12. What can be inferred about a population
through fieldwork conducted in different
locations?

A. How to cook a meal

B. Cultural diversity and differences

C. What to wear for a party

D. Absolutely nothing

13. In which season does Kenya experience the
'long rains'?

A. Autumn

B. Summer

C. Winter

D. Spring

14. Which institution interprets the Constitution of
Kenya?

A. Supreme Court

B. Senate

C. Parliament

D. Court of Appeal

15. Which African country is known for its unique
rock formations in the Ennedi Plateau?

A. Chad

B. Central African Republic

C. Sudan

D. Cameroon

16. Which choice represents an entrepreneurial
opportunity in social studies in Kenya?

A. Community organizer

B. Sculptor

C. Environmental scientist

D. Insurance agent

17. Which African country is known for its unique
architecture in the city of Saint-Louis?

A. Gambia

B. Senegal

C. Mauritania

D. Guinea-Bissau

18. Which of the following is a healthy way to
resolve conflicts in a relationship?

A. Yelling and using hurtful language

B. Listening to each other's perspective and finding a
compromise
C. Ignoring the issue and avoiding communication

D. Blaming the other person for everything

19. Which African country is known for its tourism
industry and wildlife safari experiences?

A. Tanzania

B. Morocco

C. Kenya

D. Egypt

20. What is the main feature of direct
democracy?

A. Power is concentrated in the hands of a few individuals

B. Citizens participate directly in decision-making

C. Government policies are controlled by religious leaders

D. Leaders are elected by the people



21. Which form of democracy involves a
hereditary ruler?

A. Republic

B. Monarchy

C. Oligarchy

D. Direct democracy

22. What does a small circle with a dot in the
center represent on a map?

A. A park

B. A school

C. A library

D. A church

23. The initial growth of Pan-African sentiments
was a reaction to......

A. the consolidation of power in the hands of a few autocratic
African leaders.
B. the economic hardships caused by the end of colonial
African administrations
C. the suppression of African culture and development
through colonialism
D. the economic power wielded by the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting

24. Which African country is famous for its
diamond exports?

A. Rwanda

B. Ghana

C. Botswana

D. Ethiopia

25. What role did the missionary explorer David
Livingstone play in Africa during the 19th
century?

A. Abolished slavery

B. Mapped the Congo River

C. Introduced colonialism

D. Promoted cultural diversity

26. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic
of effective communication in peaceful conflict
resolution?

A. Blaming

B. Active listening

C. Respect

D. Empathy

27. Which East African country is known for its
geothermal energy production?

A. Kenya

B. Tanzania

C. Rwanda

D. Uganda

28. Which of the following African countries
experiences a tropical wet and dry climate with
distinct wet and dry seasons?

A. Nigeria

B. Ghana

C. Cameroon

D. Tunisia

29. Which of the following is a peaceful way to
express emotions during conflicts?

A. Physical aggression

B. Name-calling

C. Deep breathing

D. Crying

30. When did our Solar System form?

A. o

B. 4 billion years ago

C. 13.7 billion years ago

D. 5 billion years ago



31. Which color is typically used to represent
urban or built-up areas on a map?

A. Brown

B. Blue

C. Grey

D. Green

32. Which early civilisation is credited with the
construction of the ancient city of Palmyra, a vital
hub for trade and cultural exchange in the ancient
Middle East?

A. Assyrian Civilisation

B. Syrian Civilisation

C. Nabatean Civilisation

D. Phoenician Civilisation

33. What was the primary source of income for
the Mijikenda community in Kenya up to 1900?

A. Herding

B. Fishing

C. Mining

D. Farming

34. Which early civilization is known for
developing the first known form of democracy?

A. Viking civilization

B. Mongol Empire

C. Greek civilization

D. Roman Empire

35. Why is it important to uphold the rule of law in
political problem-solving?

A. Arbitrary exercise of power

B. Violation of human rights

C. Curtailing freedoms and civil liberties

D. Strengthening accountability and justice

36. Which of the following is not a natural feature
in Africa?

A. Eiffel Tower

B. Sahara Desert

C. Victoria Falls

D. Table Mountain

37. How can someone develop resilience?

A. By seeking revenge on those who cause setbacks

B. By ignoring setbacks and pretending they didn't happen

C. By facing setbacks and learning from them

D. By always avoiding challenges

38. How can practicing gratitude impact self-
esteem?

A. By acknowledging and appreciating your blessings

B. By fostering feelings of jealousy and resentment

C. By focusing on what is lacking in your life

D. By constantly comparing yourself to others

39. What is the name of the archaeological site in
Tanzania where the earliest stone tools were
found?

A. Olduvai Gorge

B. Ngorongoro Crater

C. Great Rift Valley

D. Serengeti National Park

40. What is the responsibility of citizens in a
democratic society?

A. To avoid voting and engaging in civic activities

B. To blindly follow the government's orders

C. To stay uninformed about government actions

D. To actively participate in the political process

41. Which of the following is a democratic
practice?

A. Secret trials

B. Open and transparent government

C. Election rigging

D. Suppression of protests



42. Which African country has the youngest
population with a high percentage of youth?

A. Algeria

B. Niger

C. Tanzania

D. South Africa

43. Which organization focuses on promoting
economic development, security, and
cooperation in the Middle East and North Africa?

A. Organization of American States (OAS)

B. African Union (AU)

C. League of Arab States

D. European Union

44. Why is it important to surround oneself with
supportive and positive people?

A. To feel pressured and judged

B. To receive constructive criticism

C. To build a healthy self-esteem

D. To constantly compete with them

45. What is the significance of public participation
in political problem-solving?

A. Empowering citizens and enhancing legitimacy

B. Ignoring citizen input and feedback

C. Silencing dissenting voices

D. Centralizing decision-making power in a few elites

46. Which natural disaster is common in Kenya
during the rainy season?

A. Sandstorms

B. Tornadoes

C. Floods

D. Droughts

47. Which document outlines the fundamental
rights and freedoms of Kenyan citizens?

A. National Anthem

B. Bill of Rights

C. Declaration of Independence

D. Judicial Review Act

48. Why is freedom of speech important in a
democracy?

A. To limit communication between citizens

B. To prevent anyone from speaking

C. To control what people can say

D. To allow people to express their opinions and ideas

49. Which early civilization is credited with
developing the concept of zero?

A. Romans

B. Indians

C. Babylonians

D. Greeks

50. Boundaries established by European
governments that placed competing ethnic
groups within the same country in Africa led to...

A. the outbreak of civil wars.

B. rapid democratization.

C. economic prosperity

D. widespread industrialization.
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