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Question Paper

literature in english - Grade 10

1. How many lines are there in a traditional
sonnet?

A. Twenty

B. Ten

C. Fourteen

D. Eight

2. What are the main stages of plot structure
often used to analyze a short story?

A. Introduction, bibliography, appendix

B. Exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution

C. Title, index, glossary

D. Draft, edit, publish

3. When writing a personal journal entry about
yesterday's events, which tense is usually most
appropriate?

A. Present simple (I walk to school)

B. Present continuous (I am walking to school)

C. Past simple (I walked to school)

D. Future simple (I will walk to school)

4. Which sentence correctly uses 'its' or "it's" in a
journal entry about a school program?

A. It is programme at school has grown since last year.

B. It's programme at school has grown since last year.

C. Its programme at school has grown since last year.

D. Its' programme at school has grown since last year.

5. Which question best helps you identify an
author's purpose in a non-fiction text?

A. Is the story set on another planet?

B. Does the author use rhyming couplets and meter?

C. Is the author trying to inform, persuade, explain, or
entertain the reader?
D. Does the text include stage directions?

6. If a student wants to use a journal to improve
writing skills, which practice helps most?

A. Copying essays from the internet every day

B. Using only emojis instead of words

C. Writing regularly and reviewing past entries for language
and ideas
D. Avoiding any feedback and never re-reading entries

7. Which sentence best describes a short story
as a form?

A. A factual report about historical events

B. A long fictional work with several subplots and many
chapters
C. A poem that rhymes throughout

D. A short fictional work that focuses on a single incident,
character, or moment

8. What is a dirge's main purpose in oral
tradition?

A. To train young people for sports

B. To celebrate a wedding feast with lively dancing

C. To mourn and honour the dead

D. To serve as a rhythmic work chant

9. If a Kenyan playwright uses flashbacks in a
play, what is the effect on the audience?

A. It shortens the length of the play by skipping scenes

B. It reveals past events that explain a character's present
behaviour
C. It makes the setting unclear at all times

D. It prevents the audience from understanding the plot



10. In the story 'Under the Mango Tree', the
narrator often describes the fruit as "heavy with
summer." Which literary device is being used in
that phrase?

A. Hyperbole

B. Oxymoron

C. Personification

D. Onomatopoeia

11. Which option correctly uses a modal verb to
show a past possibility in a reflective journal
entry?

A. I might have studies harder for the test.

B. I could have studied harder for the test.

C. I should have study harder for the test.

D. I could study harder for the test.

12. One of the main themes in 'A Grain of Wheat'
is:

A. betrayal and the cost of freedom

B. medieval chivalry

C. the history of European monarchs

D. intergalactic diplomacy

13. Which description best explains the call-and-
response structure?

A. Everyone sings exactly the same line at all times

B. The audience writes down words as they listen

C. A leader sings a line and the group replies or echoes it

D. Only instruments play while performers stay silent

14. Which theme is central to Francis Imbuga's
'Betrayal in the City'?

A. Political corruption and betrayal

B. A historical account of migration

C. Advice on farming techniques

D. Romantic love overcoming distance

15. Which phrase best describes how oral songs
handle change and continuity?

A. They reject community influence and remain private

B. They balance stable formulas (continuity) with
improvisation or additions (change)
C. They never change and cannot adapt to new
circumstances
D. They are copied verbatim from printed anthologies only

16. In a poem, a line breaks between clauses so
the grammatical sense continues into the next
line. What is this called?

A. Rhyme scheme

B. End-stopping

C. Caesura

D. Enjambment

17. Why might an author in a Kenyan short story
include phrases or words in Swahili or a local
dialect?

A. To replace all English words

B. To confuse the reader deliberately

C. To add authenticity and local colour

D. To make the text unreadable

18. How does audience participation shape oral
song performances in Kenyan communities?

A. It is forbidden by tradition

B. It replaces the need for any musical instruments

C. It can prompt improvisation, change tempo, and influence
the mood of the performance
D. It discourages singers from changing the song

19. How can readers evaluate the reliability of an
autobiography as a historical source?

A. By looking for pictures only

B. By counting the number of chapters

C. By reading only the first paragraph

D. By checking dates and events against other sources and
considering the author's



20. Which of the following is a well-known
autobiography that Kenyan students often study?

A. Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela

B. The River Between by Ngg wa Thiong'o

C. A Grain of Wheat by Ngg wa Thiong'o

D. Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe

21. Which feature is most associated with a
journalistic news report?

A. Gives the essential facts quickly, often answering who,
what, when, where, why and
B. Develops a long fictional plot over many chapters

C. Presents only the writer's private diary entries without
verifiable facts
D. Uses ornate poetic language and meter

22. How might cultural context (for example,
Kenyan customs) affect an autobiography written
by a Kenyan author?

A. It makes the book automatically a work of fiction

B. It prevents the author from mentioning any dates

C. It removes the need for any narrative structure

D. It influences the events described, values presented and
how the author interprets

23. How do headings and subheadings help a
reader of non-fiction prose?

A. They are used to decorate the page but give no information

B. They make the text into poetry

C. They organise content, show main ideas and help readers
find information quickly
D. They replace the need for a conclusion

24. What is one reason playwrights use dialogue
instead of long narrative descriptions on stage?

A. Dialogue prevents any action from happening

B. Dialogue is cheaper to print than narration

C. Dialogue shows character relationships and moves action
through speech
D. Dialogue hides the author’s name

25. A poem that uses playful rhyme, bright
images, and light diction most likely has what
tone?

A. Detached and clinical

B. Playful or joyful

C. Bitter and resentful

D. Hostile and angry

26. In poetry, which grammatical device clarifies
which words belong together by using commas
and conjunctions: 'My father, a farmer, works
hard'?

A. Punctuation and apposition

B. Caesura

C. Alliteration

D. Rhyme scheme

27. What is one educational use of oral songs in
Kenyan schools when studying literature in
English?

A. To replace English grammar instruction entirely

B. To discourage any reference to local culture

C. To explore themes, imagery and performance techniques
that connect language to culture
D. To teach students how to ignore rhythm and sound

28. If you want to keep your physical journal safe
in school, what is a practical step?

A. Hand it in to the school administration every day.

B. Keep it in a locked drawer or a secure place and avoid
leaving it unattended.
C. Leave it on a classroom desk for anyone to read.

D. Pin it up on the school noticeboard.

29. What distinguishes a primary source from a
secondary source in non-fiction research?

A. A primary source is direct evidence (diary, interview); a
secondary source interprets
B. A primary source is always fictional; a secondary source is
factual
C. A primary source is always newer than a secondary source

D. A primary source is written in rhyme; a secondary source is
written in prose



30. Why are proverbs often incorporated into oral
songs and poems?

A. To express general truths or moral lessons succinctly in a
memorable way
B. To make the song harder to remember

C. To confuse the audience intentionally

D. To increase the complexity of legal codes

31. The line 'The classroom was a beehive of
activity' is an example of which device?

A. Onomatopoeia

B. Metaphor

C. Simile

D. Alliteration

32. Which instrument is traditionally associated
with some Luo oral songs in Kenya?

A. Nyatiti (a stringed lyre)

B. Kora (West African harp)

C. Bagpipes

D. Mbira (thumb piano from Zimbabwe)

33. Which of these is not a typical dramatic form
or genre?

A. Tragedy

B. Lyric poem

C. Satire

D. Comedy

34. Which grammatical feature allows a poem to
use an incomplete sentence like 'Dark sky. No
sound.' for effect?

A. Sentence fragments

B. Future perfect tense

C. Passive voice

D. Subjunctive mood

35. Which tool is most commonly used to capture
high-quality audio of oral performances in the
field?

A. A pen and paper only

B. Digital audio recorder

C. Smartphone with a cracked screen only

D. A video game console

36. Which element indicates a scene transition in
a printed Kenyan play script?

A. A blank page at the end of the script

B. A change in font color only in the programme

C. A clear heading or stage direction stating the new scene
and setting
D. The actors improvising without direction

37. What is the importance of pause and silence
in oral performance?

A. Silence has no place and should be avoided

B. Pauses only show the performer forgot the lines

C. Strategic pauses create suspense, allow reaction and
emphasize meaning
D. Silence is used to make the audience leave

38. Who traditionally serves as the keeper of oral
songs, history, and praise in many communities?

A. A random person who never performs

B. A school principal writing textbooks

C. A government official who issues permits

D. A professional oral performer such as a praise-singer,
bard, or oral historian

39. Which poetic technique, often used in oral
poetry, repeats similar grammatical structures to
create rhythm and emphasis?

A. Parallelism

B. Encryption

C. Decimalisation

D. Tessellation



40. What is dramatic irony in a short story?

A. When the outcome is exactly what the characters expected

B. When the story has no dialogue

C. When the reader and the characters both know the same
information
D. When the reader knows something important that the
characters do not

41. Which Ngg novel offers a sharp critique of
post-independence corruption and was
controversial in Kenya?

A. Petals of Blood

B. The Promised Land

C. Kill Me Quick

D. Nairobi Heat

42. What is the typical function of lullabies in oral
literature?

A. To give economic reports

B. To announce political campaigns

C. To detail engineering methods

D. To soothe children and pass on cultural values or stories

43. By the time the class discussed the ending,
the teacher ____ the novel twice.

A. was reading

B. read

C. reads

D. had read

44. Which word is an example of onomatopoeia?

A. Buzz

B. Silent

C. Ancient

D. Beautiful

45. Which statement describes the expected
audience of a personal journal?

A. A broad public audience like readers of a magazine

B. Only the teacher who grades it

C. Government officials for record-keeping

D. Primarily the writer themself, though others may read it
with permission

46. Why do autobiographers often include
reflections and analysis, not just events?

A. To show meaning, explain choices, and reveal how events
shaped their lives
B. To fill pages without adding value

C. To avoid telling the reader what happened

D. To make the writing more confusing

47. Which tone is most appropriate for an honest
personal journal entry?

A. Sincere and reflective

B. Entirely technical with no feeling

C. Mocking and abusive toward others

D. Purely promotional like an advertisement

48. Which grammatical construction is typically
used in poems to focus attention on the recipient
of an action rather than the actor, for example
"The poem was admired by many"?

A. Imperative mood — gives a command rather than
describing who acted
B. Coordination — links two independent clauses with a
conjunction
C. Active voice — keeps the subject performing the action in
focus
D. Passive voice — places the object of an action as the
grammatical subject to shift focus

49. Which choice correctly identifies a famous
Kenyan autobiography that students might study?

A. A Brief History of Time by Stephen Hawking

B. Unbowed by Wangari Maathai

C. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

D. The Lion King screenplay



50. Why are proverbs often included within oral
narratives?

A. To make the story longer without meaning

B. To replace the main plot with jokes

C. To confuse listeners with unrelated sayings

D. To reinforce cultural wisdom and underline a moral point
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