1. Which improvement will most help student
actors portray a convincing Kenyan elder on
stage?

A. Reading the script once and avoiding rehearsal

B. Wearing bright modern clothes opposite the character's
age
C. Speaking in whispers throughout the play

D. Studying body language, voice patterns, and local
proverbs used by elders

2. What is the difference between 'tone' and
'mood' in a story?

A. Tone is the plot sequence; mood is the number of
characters

B. Tone refers to the author's attitude; mood is the emotional
atmosphere felt by the reader
C. Tone is always happy; mood is always sad

D. Tone is the book's length; mood is its price

3. A poem asks a question not to get an answer
but to emphasize a point, for example "Who
among us can say otherwise?" Grammatically,
what is this sentence type and its usual effect in
poetry?

A. Imperative — a command directed at the reader
B. Declarative — a statement presenting information directly

C. Rhetorical question — an interrogative used to provoke
thought or emphasize rather than

D. Exclamative — a sentence expressing strong emotion
grammatically marked by an

4. Why are dialects or local language features
sometimes included in short stories in Kenyan
anthologies?

A. To make stories longer
B. To break printing rules
C. To show authenticity, character voice, and cultural

background
D. To confuse the reader
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5. Which feature is most typical of oral narratives
compared to written stories?

A. Heavy reliance on footnotes and citations

B. Frequent use of repetition and formulaic phrases to aid
memory

C. Strictly fixed wording that never changes

D. Detailed printed illustrations accompanying the text

6. Why is improvisation important for oral poets
during performances?

A. It requires them to read from a prepared script
B. It allows them to adapt words to the audience, occasion or
current events

C. It restricts any emotional expression

D. It ensures the poem never changes at all

7. How can stage props help an audience
understand a Kenyan play's setting?

A. Props write new lines for actors
B. Props replace actors on stage
C. Props provide visual clues (e.g., farm tools, office furniture)

about time and place
D. Props determine the ticket price

8. Which technique do oral poets use to keep
audiences engaged during long performances?

A. Reading long lists of dates without context
B. Limiting the performance to one monotone chant
C. Refusing to vary their voice or expression

D. Changing tone, using rhetorical questions, inserting
refrains and audience participation

9. How does oral poetry typically handle
language to aid understanding by many
listeners?

A. It uses highly technical and private vocabulary
B. It uses clear imagery, repetition, and familiar cultural
references

C. It avoids any descriptive imagery

D. It uses long, complex sentences without pauses



10. Which word best describes language that
reflects local Kenyan speech and proverbs to
make characters sound authentic?

A. Appendix
B. Footnote
C. Alphabet

D. Register

11. Which grammatical feature best explains why
a poet might repeat a clause but change a single
word each time (e.g., "l was brave, | was tired, |
was small")?

A. Syntactic iteration — repeating a fixed grammatical frame
while changing a lexical item

B. Passive voice — shifting focus to the recipient of actions
C. Ellipsis — removing necessary words to create ambiguity

D. Anacoluthon — breaking sentence structure suddenly to
confuse readers

12. When teaching a Kenyan play, why is it
useful to study the historical background (e.qg.,
colonialism, independence struggles)?

A. Because it increases the ticket price for performances

B. Because history makes the actors memorise lines

C. Because it helps students understand characters' motives
and the play's social

D. Because historical background replaces the need to read
the play

13. What is a riddle primarily used for in oral
tradition?

A. To list the names of community leaders
B. To describe how to build a house
C. To challenge the listener’s wit and encourage critical

thinking
D. To provide exact historical dates

14. What is the main purpose of a funeral lament
in Kenyan oral tradition?

A. To advertise local businesses
B. To announce new taxes
C. To express grief, honour the dead and comfort the

community
D. To list the deceased person's bank accounts

15. Which Kenyan autobiography was written by
Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai?

A. Petals of Blood
B. The Black Leopard
C. Unbowed

D. The River Between

16. What does reflexivity mean for a researcher
doing oral literature fieldwork?

A. Letting the community do all the research work without
input
B. Never changing your methods no matter what happens

C. Assuming your background has no influence on findings

D. Reflecting on how the researcher’s identity, beliefs and
actions affect the research process

17. How does an autobiography serve as a
historical source?

A. Itis a secondary source summarising many historians'

views

B. It only contains dates and thus cannot provide cultural
context

C. It is a primary source that provides first-hand insight into
the author's experiences and the
D. It is always an unreliable fiction with no historical value

18. Which element of fiction describes the time
and place where the story happens?

A. Theme
B. Setting
C. Plot

D. Tone

19. What role does the narrator often play in oral
literature?

A. Prevent any changes to the community's traditions
B. Guide the audience through the story and sometimes
interpret its meaning

C. Record the event using cameras

D. Write the story on the spot for the audience to read



20. Which term describes a character who is
simple and unchanged, often defined by one
trait?

A. Round character
B. Flat character
C. Dynamic character

D. Protagonist

21. Which instrument is traditionally associated
with some Luo oral songs in Kenya?

A. Mbira (thumb piano from Zimbabwe)
B. Bagpipes
C. Nyatiti (a stringed lyre)

D. Kora (West African harp)

22. What is 'call-and-response' in oral
performance?

A. A technique where the performer reads from a script with

no variation

B. A pattern where the performer calls out a line and the
audience replies or responds

C. A performer reading silently while the audience reads
aloud

D. A method where performers refuse to acknowledge the
audience

23. Which feature indicates an oral performance
rather than a written poem?

A. Use of stage directions and camera shots
B. A detailed bibliography
C. A formal printed title page

D. Interaction with the audience and improvisation during the
performance

24. Why might a poet use archaic grammar forms
such as 'thou art' or 'hast'?

A. To make the poem shorter
B. To create an old-fashioned tone or fit meter
C. Because modern grammar is forbidden in poetry

D. To avoid using adjectives

25. Why might a Kenyan playwright mix English
with Kiswabhili or a local language in a play?

A. To reflect real speech patterns and connect to local
audiences

B. To ensure the play is only read as a poem

C. To avoid using any cultural references

D. To make the play impossible to understand for anyone

26. What is non-fiction prose?

A. A poem with strict rhythm and rhyme
B. A type of writing based on real people, events and facts
C. A made-up story written in paragraph form

D. A play script meant to be performed on stage

27. Which Kenyan novel by Ngg deals with the
period around independence and themes of
betrayal and forgiveness?

A. Carcase for Hounds
B. A Grain of Wheat
C. Dust

D. The Promised Land

28. What is a 'sonnet' usually characterised by?

A. No regular line length and no rhyme
B. Fourteen lines and a specific rhyme and structure
C. Only one stanza of any length

D. Three-line stanzas only

29. Which characteristic distinguishes non-fiction
journals from fiction?

A. Non-fiction journals require invented characters and plots.
B. Non-fiction journals are based on real experiences and
factual events.

C. Non-fiction journals always rhyme and use poetic metre.

D. Non-fiction journals must be written in another language.



30. What is a memoir, and how is it different from
a full autobiography?

A. A memoir is a type of play; an autobiography is prose
B. A memoir is always fictional; an autobiography is always

factual

C. A memoir focuses on specific themes or periods; an
autobiography covers the writer's

D. A memoir is written by someone else; an autobiography is
written by the subject

31. What is the function of repetition in oral
performances such as proverbs or refrains?

A. To make the language harder to understand
B. To aid memorization and emphasize key ideas
C. To confuse the audience

D. To reduce the dignity of the story

32. Which narrative voice is most common in
autobiographies taught at secondary school
level?

A. Second person (you)
B. Third person limited (he, she)
C. First person (I, we)

D. Omniscient narrator unrelated to the author

33. How do you identify the tone of a short story
passage?

A. By counting how many times the letter 'a' appears
B. By measuring the length of each sentence
C. By examining the writer's choice of words, imagery and the

narrator's attitude toward
D. By checking the page number of the passage

34. What is symbolism in fiction?

A. A method of printing the title
B. Writing that uses only simple sentences
C. Along list of character names

D. The use of objects, characters or actions to represent
ideas beyond their literal meaning

35. The chapters describe village life are
my favourite.

A. that
B. who
C. whom

D. which

36. Which dramatic technique directly involves
the audience by having characters address them
or acknowledge their presence?

A. doubling the cast
B. backdrop painting
C. stage whispering

D. breaking the fourth wall

37. What does the term 'orature' refer to?

A. A type of musical instrument
B. The body of oral literature of a people
C. A formal law code

D. A written novel in local language

38. What is the English meaning of the Kenyan
play title Ngaahika Ndeenda?

A. | Will Marry When | Want
B. The Sea and the Sky
C. The Silent Mountain

D. A House Divided

39. How does performance context (e.g., funeral,
harvest, initiation) affect oral literature?

A. It requires the story to be told only during daylight

B. It determines the form, tone, and content appropriate for
that occasion

C. It forces all communities to tell the same story

D. It makes the storyteller use only printed scripts

40. How should a performer respond when the
audience laughs or reacts during a performance?

A. Use the reaction to time delivery, extend jokes or
emphasise points

B. Stop the performance immediately and leave

C. Scold the audience for reacting

D. Ignore all reactions and continue in a monotone



41. What practice helps improve reflective skills
in a personal journal?

A. Avoiding any mention of feelings or outcomes.
B. Writing once and then deleting entries to forget the
experience.

C. Copying other people's opinions without adding personal
thought.

D. Writing entries regularly and reviewing past entries to note
growth.

42. What is member-checking in oral literature
research?

A. Making up facts to fill gaps in the research
B. Returning transcripts or interpretations to informants for
verification and feedback

C. Ignoring informants after recording and publishing alone

D. Asking unrelated people to judge the stories

43. Which Ngg novel offers a sharp critique of
post-independence corruption and was
controversial in Kenya?

A. Kill Me Quick
B. The Promised Land
C. Petals of Blood

D. Nairobi Heat

44. A common theme in Kenyan short stories is
the conflict between tradition and modernity.
Which statement best describes that theme?

A. All characters in Kenyan stories reject tradition
B. A description of traditional clothing styles only
C. The tension people feel when old customs clash with new

ways of living and thinking
D. A historical timeline of Kenya's export products

45, What is 'call-and-response’ in oral literature?

A. A type of costume used in performances

B. When the performer reads silently and the audience
remains quiet

C. A way of writing down oral stories

D. A patterned exchange where the performer calls and the
audience replies

46. A poet writes: "The river that flows at dawn
brings peace." The clause "that flows at dawn" is
grammatically called what and what does it do?

A. Adverbial clause — it explains why the river flows

B. Absolute phrase — it modifies the whole sentence
independently

C. Relative clause — it gives more information about the noun

"river" without starting a new

D. Main clause — it can stand alone as the complete
sentence

47. When designing a stage set for a Kenyan
play that draws on oral tradition, directors should
especially consider:

A. space for song, dance and audience interaction
B. only minimalist Western furniture
C. avoiding any music or dance

D. complex film-style camera angles

48. Which verb form is often used in a journal
when making plans for tomorrow?

A. Passive voice only
B. Past perfect tense
C. Subjunctive mood expressing impossible actions

D. Future tense (I will/I'm going to)

49. Which feature is most important for involving
the audience during an oral performance?

A. Keeping a monotone voice throughout
B. Encouraging call-and-response and interaction
C. Reading silently from a script

D. Avoiding eye contact with listeners

50. Why are proverbs often used within oral
performances?

A. To lengthen the performance unnecessarily
B. To provide concise wisdom and to reinforce cultural values
C. To replace the main story entirely

D. To confuse listeners with irrelevant sayings
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