1. Which plant hormone is mainly responsible for
apical dominance (growth at the tip) in trees?

A. Abscisic acid
B. Cytokinin
C. Gibberellin

D. Auxin

2. Why do woodworkers prefer pruning lower
branches on plantation trees?

A. To reduce the tree's ability to photosynthesize
B. To increase fruit production only
C. To encourage more branches and knots in the lower stem

D. To reduce the number of knots in the lower timber and
produce clear wood

3. Which safety rule applies when using an
electric circular saw in the workshop?

A. Switch off dust extraction to see the line clearly
B. Wear sandals for better grip
C. Keep the cord clear of the cutting area and use a push

stick when near the blade
D. Stand directly behind the blade at all times

4. What is the correct reason for clamping a
workpiece when sawing by hand?

A. To prevent the wood from moving and ensure a safe,
accurate cut

B. To make the wood heavier

C. To avoid sharpening the saw

D. To make the saw cut faster

5. How can growth rings be useful to a
woodworker or forester?

A. They show how many branches a tree had
B. They determine the tree's leaf colour
C. They tell the exact chemical composition of the wood

D. They indicate the tree's age and past growing conditions
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6. How can the strength of a glued joint be
improved during assembly?

A. Sand the joint after clamping to remove glue
B. Hammer nails into the joint without glue
C. Apply even pressure with clamps and allow correct drying

time
D. Use only one small drop of glue and rush assembly

7. When preparing a previously painted surface
for repainting, which step is essential?

A. Only cleaning with water and skipping sanding

B. Removing loose paint and sanding to create a keyed
surface for adhesion

C. Applying a new coat directly without preparation

D. Soaking the paint with oil to soften it

8. What is the primary purpose of planing timber
during preparation?

A. To turn softwood into hardwood
B. To smooth the surface and bring the board to an accurate,
uniform thickness

C. To increase the moisture content of the wood

D. To attach metal fittings to the wood

9. Which material should be used to protect
outdoor wooden furniture from weather in Kenya?

A. Ordinary classroom paint
B. Cooking oil only
C. No treatment is necessary

D. Water-based wood preservative and exterior varnish or oil
suitable for outdoor use

10. Which method is best for removing grease or
wax contamination from a wood surface before
finishing?

A. Sanding with very coarse paper without cleaning
B. Rinsing with plain water only
C. Applying thicker paint over the contamination

D. Wiping with a clean cloth dampened with a suitable solvent
like turpentine



11. How does planting trees at the correct
spacing influence timber quality?

A. Wider spacing guarantees trees will never form knots

B. Correct spacing reduces competition, giving straighter
stems and better-quality logs
C. Closer spacing always produces bigger trees faster

D. Spacing does not affect timber quality, only seed type
matters

12. Which of the following best describes a
'‘binder' in a wood finish product used after
surface preparation?

A. A tool used to mix sandpaper grits

B. The component that forms the film and binds pigments to
the wood

C. A type of brush made from plant fibres

D. A machine used to press plywood

13. Which statement correctly distinguishes
heartwood from sapwood?

A. Heartwood is always lighter and more prone to decay than
sapwood

B. Heartwood is the inner, darker, and often more durable
wood while sapwood is the outer,

C. Sapwood is the centre of the tree and is always harder
than heartwood

D. Heartwood contains more water than sapwood and is used
for drinking

14. What is the main purpose of surface
preparation before applying a finish to a wooden
product?

A. To change the colour of the wood permanently
B. To increase the thickness of the wood
C. To remove surface defects and create a smooth, clean

surface for the finish
D. To make the wood heavier so the finish sticks

15. What is a sticker in the context of timber
seasoning?

A. A thin strip placed between boards to allow air circulation
B. A label showing the price of each board
C. A glue used to stick veneer to a board

D. A tool used to scrape bark from logs

16. Which joint is best suited for constructing a
strong chair frame that resists twisting?

A. Paper-wrapped corner
B. Stapled joint
C. Mortise and tenon joint

D. Butt joint glued only

17. Which tool is commonly used to measure the
moisture content of timber on site?

A. Moisture meter
B. Plumb bob
C. Spirit level

D. Caliper

18. When sanding a wooden school desk by
hand, which direction gives the smoothest finish?

A. From the centre outwards
B. Across the grain at right angles
C. In small circular motions regardless of the grain

D. Along the direction of the wood grain

19. How is moisture content of a piece of timber
defined?

A. Percentage of sapwood visible on the surface

B. Weight of water contained as a percentage of the oven-dry
weight of the timber

C. Number of days the timber was exposed to sunlight

D. Volume of water in millilitres per board foot

20. If you are gluing two large flat panels of MDF
together and need time to adjust their position,
which property of adhesive is most important?

A. Colour of the adhesive
B. Viscosity
C. Packaging design

D. Open time (working time)



21. Which laboratory method gives the most
accurate measurement of timber moisture
content?

A. Measuring with a tape measure and estimating based on
size

B. Weighing the whole plank weekly

C. Oven-dry method where a sample is dried to constant

weight
D. Using the hand feel and appearance of the wood

22. When screwing a screw into solid timber,
what should you do first to prevent splitting?

A. Heat the screw with a flame
B. Drill a pilot hole of appropriate size
C. Drive the screw without preparation

D. Soak the timber in water

23. Which test can a student do to check if a
glued joint has set enough before full use?

A. Gently try a small test pull at a corner or edge after the
recommended cure time

B. Heat the joint with a naked flame

C. Smell the joint to see if it smells like glue

D. Soak the joint in water immediately

24. What is the main purpose of a stile and ralil
construction in a furniture door or cabinet front?

A. To make the door heavier for no reason

B. To allow expansion and create a stable frame around
panels

C. To prevent the use of hinges

D. To create holes for decoration only

25. Which adhesive is commonly used in

woodwork for strong joints in furniture and is easy

for school projects?

A. PVA wood glue (carpenter's glue)
B. Spray paint
C. Cooking oil

D. Household wallpaper paste

26. Why is proper spacing between planted
seedlings important for timber quality?

A. Closer spacing always leads to better quality timber
B. It ensures trees compete so they remain short
C. Spacing determines leaf colour only

D. Proper spacing reduces competition and encourages
straight, well-formed trunks

27. Which safety equipment is most important
when sanding timber in a school workshop?

A. Wellington boots only
B. Rubber gloves only
C. Sunglasses

D. Dust mask or respirator

28. What does 'dressing' timber mean in the
preparation process?

A. Splitting the log with wedges
B. Applying oil finishes to change the colour
C. Removing rough surfaces by planing or surfacing to

produce smooth, usable boards
D. Soaking the wood in water to make it flexible

29. What is a detail drawing used for in
woodwork?

A. To show one component enlarged with full dimensions and

manufacturing notes
B. To replace the material specification

C. To provide only approximate sizes for cutting

D. To show the finished room where the furniture will be
placed

30. What grit of sandpaper is appropriate for
initial sanding of rough-sawn timber?

A. No sandpaper at all
B. 1000 grit polishing paper
C. 400-600 grit ultra-fine paper

D. 60-80 grit coarse paper



31. Which sign indicates that a timber surface still
has finish dust before applying a new coat?

A. A wet area that absorbs no finish
B. A dry, powdery residue that smears when touched
C. A shiny gloss that reflects light evenly

D. A perfectly smooth and clean surface with no residue

32. Which type of glove is appropriate when
handling rough timber but not when using rotating
power tools?

A. No gloves ever in the workshop
B. Loose fabric gloves for protection from splinters; avoid
gloves when operating rotating

C. Heavy oven mitts while using routers

D. Plastic gloves when operating a table saw

33. Which joint is most suitable when extending
the length of a timber strip for a long tabletop?

A. Finger (comb) joint
B. Miter joint
C. Mortise and tenon joint

D. Dovetail joint

34. Why should flammable liquids used in the
workshop be kept in labelled safety containers?

A. To make the workshop look organised
B. So students can use them without permission
C. To avoid misuse, reduce spill risk and prevent fires

D. Because labels make them smell better

35. Which tool is best for marking a straight line
at right angles to the edge of a board before
cutting?

A. Try square
B. Plane
C. Coping saw

D. Chisel

36. Which tool is best for marking a straight line
parallel to the edge of a board when preparing
timber?

A. Hand saw
B. Claw hammer
C. Marking gauge

D. Bevelled chisel

37. What is the main purpose of a biscuit joint?

A. Allowing a board to expand and contract freely
B. Passing a beam through another beam without cutting
C. Aligning boards and increasing glue surface when joining

edges
D. Forming decorative external corners

38. Which line is used to indicate edges that
cannot be seen in a view?

A. Dimension line
B. Centre line
C. Hidden line (dashed line)

D. Visible outline

39. Which of the following is not a common
method of seasoning wood?

A. Boiling the wood in water
B. Solar kiln drying using sunlight and greenhouse effect
C. Air drying by stacking with stickers

D. Kiln drying in a heated chamber

40. What is a spline and why is it used with miter
joints?

A. A kind of metal hinge used on doors
B. A small pocket screw used to pull the miter tight
C. A thin strip inserted across the joint to increase strength

and alignment
D. A decorative veneer glued over a joint

41. What does the term 'rotation period' mean in
plantation forestry?

A. The time trees spend in the nursery
B. The time from planting until trees are harvested for timber
C. The time between pruning sessions only

D. The time taken for a tree to rotate 360 degrees



42. Which of these is a common cause of uneven
growth rings in a tree growing on a hill slope?

A. Asymmetrical growth due to more resources on the upper
side and reaction wood formation

B. Uniform sunlight on all sides throughout the year

C. Even fertiliser application across the site

D. Roots reaching deep water equally in all directions

43. Which sawing method uses parallel cuts
tangent to the growth rings to produce wide
boards quickly?

A. Rift sawing
B. Quarter sawing
C. Plain (flat) sawing

D. Rotary peeling

44. When selecting seeds for planting timber
trees, which characteristic is most important?

A. Seeds that have been stored in water for weeks
B. Seeds collected from unhealthy and stunted trees
C. Seeds from healthy, well-formed parent trees with desired

traits
D. Seeds gathered from market waste only

45. What is the correct way to clean up fresh
PVA glue from tools or surfaces?

A. Wipe with water before it dries
B. Scrape after it is fully cured
C. Use strong acid

D. Soak in vegetable oil

46. What effect does inadequate sunlight have on
young plantation trees?

A. Causes slow, spindly growth and weak wood formation
B. Turn the cambium into bark
C. Makes the tree produce more heartwood immediately

D. Prevents roots from absorbing water entirely

47. How should stickers be positioned along the
length of a timber stack?

A. Staggered randomly to increase air turbulence
B. Vertically aligned so each sticker lies directly above the
one below

C. Positioned at different heights for each layer

D. Placed only at the ends and never in the middle

48. How should timber be stored on a site to
reduce the risk of fungal decay?

A. Pile directly on wet soil to keep it cool
B. Cover it fully with plastic sheeting lying on the timber
C. Store it in a sealed, damp pit

D. Stack it off the ground on bearers, cover the top, allow air
circulation

49. Which adhesive is commonly used to make
plywood and particleboard because it bonds well
with heat and pressure in industrial pressing?

A. PVA white glue
B. Urea-formaldehyde or phenol-formaldehyde resins
C. Cyanoacrylate

D. Hide glue

50. What problem can occur if you sand across
the grain on softwoods like pine?

A. Wood becomes waterproof
B. Increased strength of the joint
C. Tear-out and rough raised fibres

D. Faster drying of the wood
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