1. Why is debarking logs done before converting
them into timber?

A. To make the logs heavier for transport
B. To remove outer material that can harbour insects and
slow seasoning

C. To colour the timber for aesthetic value

D. To permanently change the wood species

2. How is moisture content of a piece of timber
defined?

A. Percentage of sapwood visible on the surface
B. Volume of water in millilitres per board foot
C. Number of days the timber was exposed to sunlight

D. Weight of water contained as a percentage of the oven-dry
weight of the timber

3. For veneering thin wood sheets onto a board,
what is a common reason to use a veneer
hammer or roller after applying adhesive?

A. To remove air bubbles and ensure full contact for a strong
bond

B. To stretch the veneer

C. To make the veneer change colour

D. To dry the glue faster by hitting it

4. Which tool is used to smooth and level a
timber surface by shaving thin layers?

A. Marking gauge
B. Hand plane
C. Spirit level

D. Try square

5. Which drawing type shows how several parts
assemble into a complete item?

A. Freehand doodle

B. Assembly drawing

C. Detail sketch

D. Isometric shading
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6. Which preservative method involves forcing
chemicals deep into wood under pressure?

A. Pressure treatment (pressure impregnation)
B. Surface painting with water-based paint
C. Boiling in plain water

D. Air drying in the open sun

7. Which sawing method gives boards with
straighter grain and greater dimensional stability?

A. Through-and-through (flat) sawn
B. Quarter sawn
C. Random sawn

D. Plain planing

8. What is the typical comfortable seat height for
a dining chair suitable for most people in Kenya?

A. About 10 cm from the floor
B. About 120 cm from the floor
C. About 5 cm from the floor

D. About 45 cm from the floor

9. Which pest or problem commonly causes
dieback of branches and reduced growth in
Kenyan plantations if not controlled?

A. Over-application of sunlight
B. Termite infestation and fungal heart rot
C. Too much carbon dioxide around the trees

D. Excessive singing to the trees



10. Which safety rule applies when using an
electric circular saw in the workshop?

A. Stand directly behind the blade at all times

B. Keep the cord clear of the cutting area and use a push
stick when near the blade

C. Wear sandals for better grip

D. Switch off dust extraction to see the line clearly

11. What is the main purpose of placing timber
stacks on bearers off the ground?

A. To make it harder for workers to access the stack
B. To hide timber from theft
C. To increase the weight of the timber

D. To keep timber dry by preventing contact with ground
moisture and allowing air

12. Before starting a furniture project, what is the
best way to ensure you purchase the correct
amount of timber?

A. Estimate by eye at the timber yard

B. Make a cutting list with dimensions and include a waste
allowance

C. Order only full-size sheets without measurements

D. Buy as much as the budget allows

13. What is the correct action if you notice a
raised knot on a school desk during surface
preparation?

A. Burn the knot away with a hot tool
B. Ignore it and continue because knots never affect the finish
C. Remove or sand the high portion, and if necessary plug

with a suitable knot filler before
D. Paint over it without any preparation

14. Which joint is strongest for joining a table leg
to an apron where high strength is needed?

A. Butt joint glued only
B. Mortise and tenon joint
C. Temporary taped joint

D. Nailed lap joint

15. Which joint would you cut (a small
rectangular recess) into a door frame to fit a
hinge?

A. Spline across the hinge area
B. Mortise for the hinge leaf
C. Dovetail for the hinge

D. Finger joint at the hinge position

16. When is the best time to plant tree seedlings
in most parts of Kenya to ensure good
establishment?

A. During harvest season
B. In the coldest month of the year
C. During the dry season in January—February

D. At the start of the long rains (March—-May)

17. Which of the following is a characteristic
advantage of through-and-through (flat) sawn
timber conversion?

A. Always results in defect-free timber
B. Produces the most stable boards with straight grain
C. Faster production with higher yield from the log

D. Removes all sapwood and produces only heartwood

18. Which of the following species is commonly
planted in Kenya as a fast-growing source of
timber and poles?

A. Baobab
B. Eucalyptus species
C. Cactus

D. Mango (only fruit tree)

19. What is the correct action if you find small
cracks (checking) on a surface during
preparation?

A. Fill with water to make them disappear
B. Ignore them since finishes will hide all cracks
C. Cover them with tape and paint over it immediately

D. Fill them with appropriate wood filler or epoxy, then sand
smooth before finishing



20. What is coppicing in tree management?

A. Cutting only the top branches to make the tree taller
B. Removing roots to transplant a tree
C. Grafting two trees together

D. Cutting a tree near ground level to encourage multiple
shoots

21. A quick rule of thumb for air-drying timber is
to allow how much time per inch (25 mm) of
thickness?

A. Ten years per inch of thickness
B. About one year per inch of thickness
C. One day per inch of thickness

D. One month for any thickness

22. How does good soil fertility affect the growth
of timber trees?

A. It makes wood weaker
B. It increases growth rate and yields larger, healthier trees
C. It stops ring formation

D. It slows growth because nutrients confuse the tree

23. Which joint gives the neatest visible corner
while hiding reinforcement and is often used in
modern casework?

A. Simple butt joint
B. Biscuit or dowel reinforced miter
C. Open lap joint

D. Through dovetail

24. How should timber be stacked during air
drying for best results?

A. Horizontally with stickers directly over each other and good
end protection
B. Standing on end to allow water to run out

C. Scattered loosely on the ground for natural settling

D. In a single pile without stickers to reduce air movement

25. Which set of views is an orthographic
projection?

A. A freehand sketch with shading
B. A single perspective view
C. Front, top and side views

D. Only a coloured front view

26. What is pollarding and why is it sometimes
practised on trees used for fuelwood?

A. Leaving trees uncut so they produce large timber
B. Girdling the trunk to kill the tree slowly
C. Removing all roots to stop growth altogether

D. Cutting upper branches to encourage a dense head of new
shoots for repeated harvesting

27. What is meant by the 'conversion' of logs in
sawmilling?

A. Painting logs to protect them from weather
B. Cutting logs into boards, planks or other sections
C. Planting new trees to replace those cut

D. Mixing two wood species together

28. What does timber conversion mean?

A. The chemical treatment of wood to prevent decay

B. The process of cutting logs into boards, planks or cants for
use

C. Coating timber with paint to change its appearance

D. Gluing small pieces of wood together to make plywood

29. Which of these is a common cause of uneven
growth rings in a tree growing on a hill slope?

A. Asymmetrical growth due to more resources on the upper
side and reaction wood formation

B. Even fertiliser application across the site

C. Uniform sunlight on all sides throughout the year

D. Roots reaching deep water equally in all directions



30. Which adhesive should be avoided for
outdoor furniture that will be exposed to rain,
unless sealed and protected?

A. Marine epoxy
B. Exterior-rated PU glue
C. Resorcinol formaldehyde

D. Standard interior PVA (non-water-resistant)

31. What is the primary purpose of planing timber
during preparation?

A. To attach metal fittings to the wood
B. To smooth the surface and bring the board to an accurate,
uniform thickness

C. To increase the moisture content of the wood

D. To turn softwood into hardwood

32. Why is a rebate commonly cut in window
frames and cabinet backs?

A. To provide a seat for glass or panel to rest in
B. To allow for metal hinges to be screwed on
C. To make the timber lighter by removing sections

D. To create a decorative chamfer

33. How does thinning improve the quality of
timber in a young plantation?

A. Increases the number of trees per hectare to maximize
small poles

B. Stops the growth of the remaining trees so they stay small
and dense
C. Makes the soil richer by adding tree stumps

D. Reduces competition so remaining trees grow straighter
and develop larger logs

34. When planning a school furniture project,
what is the best first step to ensure the final piece
meets requirements?

A. Begin finishing the surface before assembly
B. Buy the most expensive timber available
C. Start cutting timber immediately to save time

D. Make a working drawing and cutting list

35. How should tools such as chisels and
screwdrivers be stored in the school workshop?

A. With sharp edges covered and in a tool rack or correct
holders

B. Hung by their handles on a nailboard above eye level
C. Left on the floor near the bench

D. Loosely in a drawer with other items

36. Which timber preservative is commonly used
for long-term ground contact and is recognised in
construction?

A. Copper Chrome Arsenate (CCA)
B. Water only
C. White glue spread on surfaces

D. Plain vegetable olil

37. What is the main purpose of seasoning wood
before using it in carpentry?

A. To remove knots and natural defects from the timber
B. To change the wood colour to a uniform shade
C. To reduce the moisture content to prevent decay and

shrinkage
D. To make the wood grow stronger and increase its size

38. What is the best practice when transplanting
seedlings to reduce transplant shock?

A. Cut off most roots before planting

B. Keep roots moist, plant at similar depth and transplant at
the start of the rainy season

C. Plant in dry soil during the hottest part of the day

D. Leave roots exposed to air for several hours before
planting

39. Which joint uses wooden dowels inserted into
aligned holes to hold two pieces together?

A. Dovetail joint
B. Mortise and tenon joint
C. Tongue and groove joint

D. Dowel joint



40. Where is a tongue and groove joint most
commonly used?

A. Securing a hinge to a door frame
B. Joining the ends of two long beams
C. Making a decorative triangular corner

D. Flooring and wall panelling where boards fit edge-to-edge

41. Which method gives the longest lasting
protection when treating timber for ground
contact posts?

A. Wiping with plain water regularly
B. Painting only the exposed surface without pressure
treatment

C. Leaving the wood unseasoned so it stays wet

D. Pressure impregnation with preservative chemicals

42. Which line indicates the centre of symmetrical
parts like legs or holes?

A. Hidden line
B. Centre line
C. Dimension line

D. Border line

43. What causes reaction wood in trees that grow
on slopes or are leaning?

A. Sunlight burning the bark on the exposed side

B. Tree forms specialized wood (tension or compression) to
correct lean

C. Too much fertilizer on the uphill side

D. Fungal infection that softens one side of the trunk

44. Which type of abrasive is best for final
smoothing before applying a stain on softwood
like pine?

A. Carpet
B. Fine sandpaper (180-240 grit)
C. Brick

D. Very coarse metal file

45. What is the purpose of using a tack cloth or
clean rag after sanding?

A. To soak the wood with oil before finishing
B. To stretch the wood surface
C. To remove dust and particles so the finish bonds properly

D. To polish the wood to a high gloss

46. Which sequence of sandpaper grit is best for
preparing a hardwood surface before finishing?

A. Start 400 finish with 60
B. Use only 40 grit for everything
C. Start 120 240 320 400 (progressively finer)

D. Start 400 320 240 120

47. Which drawing gives full details, dimensions
and notes needed to make a wooden
component?

A. Colour rendering
B. Perspective sketch
C. Exploded view

D. Working drawing

48. Why are stickers used between layers of
timber when air drying?

A. To add weight so boards remain flat
B. To allow air circulation and even drying between boards
C. To mark which boards are for furniture

D. To stick the boards together permanently

49. What does a full-size drawing mean?

A. The drawing is only a sketch
B. The drawing occupies the full sheet border
C. The drawing is at scale 1:1 where drawing measurements

equal actual measurements
D. The drawing uses every instrument in the set



50. Which wood species is commonly used in
Kenya for durable furniture because it is a
hardwood resistant to decay?

A. MDF
B. Mukau (Milicia excelsa)
C. Pine

D. Cedar shavings
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